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! Scoring points

The rules of ancient game are largely unknown
but the stone rings found in courts suggest
players had to pass  rubber ball through the
rings in order to score points. The stone rings
used in the ball game had varied decorations on
them, such as snakes and monkeys. When the
Spaniards arrived in Mexico, they found many
stone rings jutting out from the walls of ball
courts. The stone ring shown here was found in
2 ball court in the Mayan city of Chichén Itz4.
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Ball game

The ball game ulama was played throughout
Mesoamerica (the region of Mexico and Central
America once occupied by the Maya, Aztecs, and
related cultures). In addition to being a sport, it
had a religious significance. Although there were
many versions of the game, it was always played
on a court shaped like a capital I. Two teams
would compete against each other to get a large
rubber ball through a stone ring. The ball had to
be kept off the ground using only knees, elbows,
or hips, never the hands or feet. Prisoners of war
were forced to play ulama, and the losers may
have been put to death. The largest ball court has
been found at Chichén Itza in Mexico.

The Maya believed that the more
they played the ball game, the
better their harvest would be.
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Players wore a lot of body
protection, including helmets,
belts, gloves, and knee and hip

protectors made from hide
(animal skin).
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above the ground, making it
- veryhard for players to aim the
ball through them.

! The rings were fixed 27t (8m)
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The central court, or aisle, had
I steeply sloping sides. |
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