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Theme 8 Caves  Non-Fiction (Journalistic Report)

School Visits - Are They Worth Doing?

Following the death of a twelve year
old whit caving in the Lake District
last week | decided to examine il

school visits really are worth th risk.

Thore are diffrent types of school
visit. Some visits may involve the.
chilren waling rom their school to
visit alocal lace of work such as a
bakery shop, a supermarket or a fre
staion. By undertaking such a visit
the chidren get o lear at frst hand
wha timo a baker may start making
hister bread and cakes. They may be.
shown behind the scenes of the local
supermarket and ofered free
samples. They may get o climb
aboard a fre engine and tur on the.
siren and flashing lghis. They wil
remember allof hese experiences
much more readily than simply
watching a DVD o reading about the
Subjoct being studied. But s al the
effort the teacher has to make
beforehand worth the ime it akes?

Even ust to walk 30 chilren down the
sireot at least eight pages of orms
have to be filed in. The teacher has to
consider every possible thing that
could go wrong. Whera wil chidren
9ot the tollet safely? Who wil
accompany them? Do they have at
least ono adult 1o every 15 chidren?
Long forms have fo be sent o parents

for them to il in with medical details
and the teacher must make sure

every form comes back. Many schools

make sure chidren are easly soen by
getting overy child o wear a
fourescent jacket. The teacher must
make sure o samples offored by
Kind supermarket staf are nu free for
those with alegies and that no one
could possibly hurt thomsolves whist
dlimbing in and out of a ire engine.
Surely it would bo much safor for the
chidren and less siressiul for the
toacher just 0 stay in the classroom?

Schoolvisits to a museum or a stately
home may includo a journey by coach
or cars owned by parents. If private
cars are used the teacher must
‘examine the insurance policies of
each driver to make sure they are
covered and gain permission from all
the parents 1o know that they agree.
with his form of transport. A jourey
by coach involves getting on and off
saloly,checking 30 seat bels, and
making provision for anyone who may
bo travel sick. Surely. the teacher
should just prosent a well prepared
lesson instead.

Finally, there are residential visits to
outdoor pursuitcentres. Children got
oy, ofien for the frst time, spors.

such as cimbing, caving, orienteering,

canoeing and raft bulding. Many
chiren enjoy these actiiios so
much they go on to take them up as a
bby. Tho rsks involvod with any
type of water actvty are o course
enormous. A child could easly
overtum a canoe o raf even if they
are wearing a f jacket. When water
is involved the teacher has o fl in
oven more forms at least six weeks

before the actvy, sond them to the
local coundil and wat for their

‘approval even baforo the trip can be
agreod with parents. Teachers should
Spend thei time organising sporls on
the school fld where it is sale and
ot take chidren on possibly
dangerous residential school trps.

In my opinion,tips shouid only be.
organisod by parents and if some.
parents do not take their children on
visits then it s just hard luck!
Reported by: R.G. Bargie
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Choose the bast word or group of words toft the passage and put a ing
around your choice.

“The reporter, R.G. Bargie, decided 1o investigateif choolviit are worth the
tisk. Ho reported that thero are diferent types of school visit. Some may.
involve the chicren waking to

1 apark awood  afire station anil

‘whore they may get o climb aboard a

2 suing. roo. rock. fire engine.
Evento do tis, the teacher must il n

3 e eignt ton twetve
pages of forms and colect he chidren's

4 money presents sweels  medical detals

from every parent. Visits to a museum may include a jourey by
bicycle

with the teacher checking at least thiry seat belts. Residential visfs include
water-based actvties such as

5 plane train coach

6 sufing.  snorkeliing. sailing. ratt building.

The author concluded that water-based acivties are dangerous and teachers
‘Should keep pupis n school where it i safe.

1 Why did the author decide 1o wrte this report?

2 Name the threo diferent types of schoolvisit mentioned in this report.

3 What are the advantages of taking chicren on a local school Visit?

4 Wnat are the disadvantages of taking chicren on a local school Vsit?

5 Wy do some schools make chilren wear fluorescent jackets on a
walking visit?

6 Whnat must the teacher examine il parents' cars are used for ransport on
‘2 school visit?

7 Wnat is tha auhar's apinion of asidantial schol visits?

& R.G. Bargie concluded:

“In my opinion, trips should only be organisod by parents and if some
parents do not take their chidren on visis then t s just hard luck!

Wnatis your opinion of thi statement?

Section C

Wrie a reportfor your school newsitter o websita tling about a recont visit
made by children in your school.





