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The History of Castles

From an early time people have always ived
together n groups. Smal s would be bult witin
2wooden fence with gates guarded to protect
against enemies and wild animals. Before England
had one King with a wel-organised and moble
army, it was aways vulnorable 1o attacks from
people saeking to claim more land. The Romans
ruled large areas of the country. They wero followed
by the Anglo-Saxons who wer fllowed by the
Vikings. The last big invasion of England was made.
by the Normans in 1066. They were led by Wiliam
the Conqueror who came from France.

The Saxons hated the Normans, but as they had
lost their leaders in the bate they could not fight
on. Willam was afraid that they might cause
rouble, 50 he buit castles outside the Saxon towns.
I each castle there were Norman soldiers ready o
Stop the Saxons raising an amy.

The frs casties had to be buit very quickly. Each
castle was just a woodon tower on a hi,or mound
of carth, with a wall round it and 3 dich outside.

Soon great stone buildings replaced the wooden
castes. These often had a maat fled with water
Surrounding them. To enter the castle the Normans
crossed the moat using a drawbridge, which the
Soldiers in the gatehouse couid wind up and dow.
The next form of defence was a portculis. This was
a strong iron fence, which could be drawn upwards
o alow people to pass underneath. When an
‘onomy was seon 1o approach, it could be lowered
very quickly.

Casties had high, thick stonewalls. A wall-walk ran
right around the top and thiough each tower
Solders could run from on pointof attack to
‘another without ever showing themsaives o their
Rounded towers could stand up to battering rams.
‘and attack by huried focks much betr than square
towers. The towers utted out fom the main wall.
“This gave the defenders a better chanc o fire on
the attackers and stop them from reaching the
caste wals.

Inside the high walls was a courtyard called a
Baley. Against the walls were stables and sheds for
‘o, hay and animals. The wellcould also be found
in this area. At the centre of the courtyard would be

the Keep. This
was a great
stone tower
wih walls up to
six metres.
decp.

Atthe top of the
Koep were the
battements
where soldiers
always kept a
lookout. Below
the batiements
were the
slogping rooms.
for the Lord and
his Lady. Other

pacple slepton
benches in the
hall. This was a

The Keap
long, bare room

with very e fumitue. Long tables wer put up at
meal imes. Chests conained clothes and armou.
‘An opon e heated the hall. Other rooms included

a storeroom, a guardroom and 2 kichen. At the

very bottom of the Koep was the dungeon, wher
the prisoners were kept. The staitcasos were cut
inside the wals and had narrow, sione steps.

The age of the medieval caste came to an end
‘when Kings became more powerful and private
armies were outlawed. Some casties had defensive
walls removed and were modermized to provide.
Splendid accommodaton for very wealthy families.
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Non-Fiction (impersonal Writing)

The History of Castles

n A

Se

Choose the bast word or group of words toft the passage and put a ing
around your choice.

“The Saxons were lving in England. They wero invaded by the Normans, who.
‘came from France. The Norman leader was called

1 Walter Wilbur Wiliam Wayne
the Conqueror. He buita
2 shop road castie tarm

ouside each of the English lowns o stop the Saxons causing rouble. The.
st casties were buit quickly rom

3 wood. straw. sticks. stones.
Those wara roplaced by

4 brck block stone mud
buidings, which wero much sronger. Castos often had a

5 river canal suream moat

‘around the outside. o enter the caste the solders had to cross a

6 plank. bridge ramp. drawbridge.
The age of casties came 1o an end when a law was passed fo ban private
‘armies. Some casties had the outer walls removed and were mad inio large

houses.

Section B

1 Putthese words inthe comract order in the table
ropresenting the Keep.

Dungeon Great Hall
Battiements  Dormitories
Store-Room  Guardroom

2 Wy 6o you think the Saxons hated the Normans?

3 Why o youthink the firs casties had to be buit very quickly?

4 Wnatis a ‘portculis’?

5 Why were the towers bult 0 stand out from the walls?

6 Why was itimportant o always have a wll inside the castio walls?

7 From an eary ime people have aways lived together in groups'. Why do
You think ths happened?

8 What do you understand by the phrase ‘well-organised and mobile army’?

Imagine you are the Lord or Lady of a castle. Wrie a leter o a riend who has
never visited a castle describing the Keep you are ving in.





