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Ithad been raining when they set off
‘and the top of the mountain was
‘covered in cloud but they couldn't et
‘anything slow them down, not i they.
‘wanted to beat the clock and achiove
their goal, cimbing three mountain
‘summits in twenty four hours. t had
been Dad’s idea; a unique way o
celebrate his special birthday. When
he'd suggested that they could do it
together, Ben had been really thriled
‘They'd been training for months, right
through the year, every season and in
all weathers and now as they set off on
the final push to the last summit it
looked as though the wind and rain
were going to be their companions
fight to the top.

Itwas a steep climb and the pathway
‘was narrow and very rocky. The
‘ovenigh rain had made it very slippery.
‘and Ben was glad that his bools were
strong with a good, thick tread. He
‘glanced ahead to Devi's Crag, the
towering rock face they would soon be
climbing. It was the last big hurdie:
before the summit and the biggest
challenge of all. It would take al their
‘energy and strength to get to the top.
“Its not just about being fi,” Dad had
‘said earier “sometimes i's more about
strength of character. You just have to
set your mind to it and tell yourself that
youcandoit”

‘They rested briefly at the base of
Devi's Crag waiting for a party of
walkers to come down. The person
bringing up the rear was dressed in a

bright orange waterproof jacket that
seemed to shine i the gioom. Ben
Sipped from his water bottle and ate a
chocolate biscut, watching them
picking their way carefully down the.
slope.

“You alright?” said Dad.

Ben nodded, “Nearly there, arent we? |
think we'r going to do it in time. We'll
be champion walkers then won't we,
Dad?*

Dad pushed up his sieeve and glanced
at his watch, “I's looking good.” he
said, “and the weather's getiing betler.
With any luck, we might even be able
tolook at the view when we get 1o the
top.Are you ready to push on, only one.
more man to come down.”

The words were hardly out of his
mouth when there was a sharp cry
followed by the sound of stones and
Focks ratting down the hillside as the.
man in the orange jacket crashed down
from the rock face and landed in a
heap at the feet of his companions.

Dad sipped the rucksack from his.
shouiders and dropped it at

Ben's foet, “Don't move!" he said, ‘look
after the bags, I seeif | can help.”
The man was conscious but it looked
like he might have broken his leg and
he was in a ot of pain. Dad offered to
help in any way he could but one of the
man's friends was a doctor and he said
that they would be able to make him
comfortable. Another was already
phoning for help. Reluctantly, Dad
tumed away.

“Do you stil want to climb up?” he said,
hitching the rucksack back onto his
shouider.

“lhink so," said Ben, "we're 50 close to
the top now, | don't want to give up.”
When they finall hauled themselves
on to the top of Devirs Crag, they could
see the cairn on the summi and when
atlast they rudged 1o the pinnacie of
the mountain, Ben cheered loudly and
‘punched the ai in triumph. A mixture of
relef and elation surged through him

s they looked around at the hills and
valleys below them. They picked up
two stones and added them to the
‘caim, “That should bring us good uckl”
said Dad, “We'd beter start making our
way down if we want to get back to the
carfor six o'clock.”

“Iwonder if the man who fel put a
stone on the caim?” said Ben.

“Well it didt bring him much luck if he
did,” said Dad and they tumed to begin
the descen, “Listen! Can you hear
that?”

Way below them they could see a flash
of yellow as the Mountain Rescue.
helicopter, s blades whirring, came in
1o pick up the injured climber. By the
time Ben and Dad reached the foot of
Devils Crag there was no sign that it
had been the site of an accident and
‘emergency rescue. It was almost as f
they had imagined the whole event!
They continued on their way back to
the car happily recaling the highlights
‘and challenges of their own mountain
adventure.
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The Final Push

Choose the best word or group of words to ft the passage and put a ring
‘around your choice.

‘They wanted to beat the clock and achieve their goal of climbing three
‘mountain summits in

1 12hours. 18 hours. 24 hours. 30 hours.
‘They had been training right through the year in al
2 weathers winters. winds locations

and now they were setting off up the fnal summi Ben was glad his boots had
3 tightlaces. comfortable insoles.
agood, thickiread.  been polished.
Just a5 Dad looked at the time they heard the sound of
4 amen  amcksack stonesandrocks  asheep
atting down the hillsice. Dad ran to help. The man had

5 cracked his skull. broken his arm. _broken his leg.  fainted.
As the man's frends were able to make him comfortabe, Dad pu his

6 fleece

jacket rucksack boots.

back on and they continued towards the final summit.

1 Why do you think Ben was really thrilled when his Dad suggested they.
could do the climb together?

2 Why did Dad say “You just have to set your mind to it and tell yourself you
cando t”?

3 Why did Ben think they would be ‘champion walkers'?

4 Why do you think Dad told Ben not to move when he went fo see f he.
could help?

5 Why did Dad reluctantly' turn away from the injured walker?

6 After the accident, Dad asked Ben if he stil wanted to climb. Why did he
do this?

7 Why do you think the rescus helicopter looked like a flash of yellow'to
Ben and his Dad?

& Which of the following phrases suggests they did not find the dlimb easy?
Give reasons for your choices.

“trudged to the pinnacle’
“they'd been training for months"

Describe an event or acivity that you have been involved in that you found
really challenging.

“set off on the final push’
“hauled themselves to the top’





